
• If you thought Skoda just produced practical, economical 
cars for the family motorist, think again. 

Just take a look at the two Skoda models shown here - an 
attractive and inexpensive cabriolet and a fast and furious 
sports model. 

Both the 130 Cabriolet Lux and the 130 Sport are based 
on the Skoda 130 Rapid Coupe and are available from deal-
ers after registration of new Skodas. 

Here we take a look at the work that goes into creating 
these two exciting and affordable models - work that is car-
ried out here in Britain. 

These two new additions - both of which will be at Motor-
fair - continue side by side in the Skoda range alongside 
the established standard 130 Cabriolet and 130 Sport saloon. 

C O N V E R S I O N S 



Once cooled down, the coil springs are re­
fitted at all four corners. Ride height has 
now been reduced. 

Gas-filled adjustable shock absorbers are 
fitted - there is a choice of 15 different set­
tings from soft to very hard. 

SUSPENSION 

This is the car that the new 130 Sport is 
based on - the 90 mph 1300cc Skoda 130 
Rapid Coupe. 

With the car in the air, the work begins be­
neath the car with the removal of the origi­
nal shock absorbers. 

The springs and shock absorbers from all 
four corners of the car have to be removed. 
A simple job thanks to conventional design. 

The coil springs are shortened by a certain 
amount and heated up so that the coil sits 
correctly. 

While the car is 'up in the air ' on the 
ramps , the opportunity is taken to change 
the speedomete r drive unit . This has to 
be done because of the increased rolling 
radius of the 13 inch wheels and low pro-
file tyres . This would affect the speedo 
reading i f the conversion wa s not com -
pleted. It's a difficult and time consuming 
job for something apparently so simple 
but to the S.K. mechanics who carry out 
these conversions all the time, i t repre-
sents no problem. That' s the underside 
work completed , now for the engine . . . 

Speedo drive 

• The original 130 Sport mode l intro-
duced last year wa s based on the 130L 
saloon whereas this new Sport mode l is 
based on the attractive 130 Rapid Coupe 
model . 

Most of the work described on the 
Rapid applies also to the saloon , apar t 
from a newly-designed bodystyling kit for 
the new model . 

handling terms, are considerable . 
forward yet the improvements i t brings, in 
items is surprisingly simple and straight-

The removal and refitment o f these 
great deal of metal . 
on the Skoda's suspension , but i t isn't a 
S.K.'s research and development work 
prevent imitators taking advantage of 
reduced is a closely guarded secret to 

The amount by which the springs are 
from there . 
the customers decide their ideal setting 
slightly stiffer than standard and then let 
turn of a screw. S.K. choose a setting 
- from a soft to a very hard ride - at the 
can be adjusted to any one of 15 settings 

The gas-filled Spax shock absorbers 
ling improvements at the sam e time. 
the looks of the car while bringing hand-

This has the double effect of improving 
height of the car. 
springs are shortened to reduce the ride 
able shock absorbers and the coi l 
are replaced by Spax gas-filled adjust-
rear ends . The original shock absorbers 
springs are removed from both front and 

The original shock absorbers and coi l 
Northants , begins with the suspension . 
UK by S.K. Distributors, of Brackley in 

The work, which is carried out in the 
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ENGINE 

A three-branch tubular exhaust manifold 
and system, and an inlet manifold are fitted 
to engine next. 

The finished job. This unobstructed view 
of the engine bay shows the neatness of 
the modified engine. 

To cope with the altered fuel demands of 
the modified engine, an electric fuel pump 
is needed. 

It looks painful! But its actually cam lube 
for protecting the sports camshaft during 
initial start-up period. 

The dismantling begins. Air filter carb, 
cam, cylinder head and exhaust system 
are all taken off. 

The gas-flowed cylinder head, finished in 
an attractive red, helps the engine to 
breathe better. 

Attractive head 

• Wit h th e ca r bac k o n th e ground , th e 
engin e i s treate d to a whol e serie s o f 
modification s t o raise th e powe r outpu t 
fro m aroun d 5 7 bh p t o a healthy 7 5 bhp . 

Acces s t o th e engin e i s unobstructe d 
o n th e car , a s show n i n th e photographs , 
becaus e th e rea r pane l ca n b e simpl y re -
moved . 

Th e origina l ai r filte r assembly , inle t 
manifold , carburettor , cylinde r head , ex -
haus t syste m an d camshaf t ar e al l re -
move d fro m th e engine . 

A sport s camshaf t an d followers , whic h 
giv e th e ca r its excitin g high-rev s per -
formance , are fitted firs t o f all . Ca m lub e 
is use d liberally to protec t the lobes o f the 
camshaf t durin g th e initia l start-u p 
period . 

A gas-flowed clyinder head, attractively 
finished in red, goes into place next. Port-
ing and flowing of the head improves the 
engine's ability to 'breathe' and so re-
turn s quicke r performance . 

To this, the three-branch tubular ex-
haust manifold is fitted followed by a 
tubular inlet manifold. A Weber 40 DCOE 
carburetto r an d K & N performanc e ai r fil -
ter - good for at least 100,000 miles - are 
the n fitted t o th e inle t manifold . 

T o complet e th e 'breathing ' mods , a 
sport s exhaus t syste m an d straight -
through sports absorption silencer, which 
give s ou t a rea l rort y sound , i s pu t into 
place . 

Finally , a replacemen t electri c fue l 
pump is added, which is able to cope with 
the tougher fuel demands of the modified 
engine . ' 

O n th e origina l 130 Sport , researc h 
foun d tha t th e modifie d ca r responde d 
muc h bette r t o quic k throttl e change s 
whe n thi s electri c fue l pum p wa s fitted , 
and so the modification was made part of 
the 130 Sport conversion too. 

Tak e a look a t th e photograp h o f th e 
finishe d jo b an d yo u ca n se e ho w 
business-lik e an d attractive th e engin e 

An d that ' s  th e mechanica l  modi f ica -
tion s completed . Attentio n no w turn s t o 
th e look s o f th e car . . . 

new looks.



The white KN alloy wheels and H-rated Un­
iroyal 185/60 x 13 tyres complete the sport­
ing modifications. 

Once the panels have been blended in, 
they are spray painted in situ to match the 
existing paintwork. 

BODY 

The finished car looking resplendant in all 
white, completely colour-coded and ready 
for the road, What a difference! 

These are the constituent parts of the 
newly-designed body styling kit shown be­
fore fitting work begins. 

As an optional extra, at additional cost, the 
panels can be blended in, they are spray 
painted in situ. 

The body styling panels are fitted to the
body and then painted. Here, the rear
apron is fixed into place. 

• Wit h suc h an increas e i n performance , 
th e 13 0 Spor t ha s t o look righ t to o an d 
th e change s i n appearanc e ar e provide d 
by a newly-designe d bod y stylin g ki t an d 
by a se t o f stylish wheel s an d tyres . 

Th e all-ne w bod y ki t consist s o f tw o 
sid e skirts , a fron t apron , a rea r spoile r 
an d wrap-roun d sid e extension s fo r th e 
fron t an d rear . 

Ther e ar e tw o choice s a s t o fitmen t 
tha t th e custome r ca n specify . On e i s t o 
follo w th e usua l cours e an d hav e th e 
bod y stylin g ki t painte d an d fitted i n plac e 
o n th e bodywork . Bu t a s a n optiona l extr a 
a t additiona l cost , th e custome r ca n 
choos e t o hav e th e ne w panel s blende d 
into th e existin g bodywork , so tha t i t 
appear s tha t th e panel s wer e par t o f th e 
origina l bodywork . 

O n th e 13 0 Spor t saloon , th e bod y ki t 
consist s o f sid e skirts , fron t apro n an d a 
large , an d ver y attractive , boo t spoiler . 
Again , blendin g i n i s a n optiona l extra . 

Wheels and tyres 
Th e sportin g touc h i s complete d wit h th e 
additio n o f a se t o f allo y wheel s an d per -
formanc e tyres . 

Th e K N alloy s ar e 1 3 inche s i n dia -
meter and are finished in white. To go 
with the wheels, a set of H-rated Uniroyal 
185/6 0 x 13 tyre s ar e fitted . Inside , th e 

O n th e Coup e show n here , th e wipe r 
arms , fron t grille , doo r mirror s an d bum -
per s hav e bee n colou r code d an d a whit e 
sunroo f an d re d pinstrip e hav e also bee n 
fitted . 

An d that' s it . Th e projec t i s complete . 
A s fo r cost , th e standar d conversio n o n a 
130 Rapi d Coup e come s t o L139 5 + 
VAT , whil e o n th e 13 0 saloon , i t come s t o 
L149 5 + VA T - th e extr a cos t her e bein g 
due to the large rear boot spoiler. The car 
does have to be left with S.K. Distributors 
fo r aroun d a fortnight , an d thi s i s some -
thin g tha t th e deale r wil l organise . 

Fo r thos e wishin g t o improv e thei r Sko -
da s eve n further , ther e ar e extra s avail -
able , like th e sunroo f see n o n th e sho w 
car , an d a ful l rang e o f accessorie s i n th e 
Skopart s rang e too . 

car is treated to a sports steering wheel
too.
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You don't have to pay a 
fortune to enjoy open air 
motoring as the Skoda Rapid 
130 Cabriolet proves here. 

L

Challenge 

10 gauge 2x1 box sections are slid into 
the sills. These add strength and 
protection. 

Rear wheel is removed and the suspension 
dropped so that the strengthening bars 
can be inserted.. 

Next job is to remove the rear C posts. 
These are cut down and used again to form 
rear quarterlights. 

A little like opening a can and just as 
effective's the roof is lifted away from the 
rest of car. 

Ready for the off. The Skoda 130 Rapid 
Coupe is lined up and waiting for the roof 
to be raised. 

All interior trim is removed before the first 
incision is made with air chisel. It looks 

He said : " I like to think I am a ca r 
designer , an d comin g u p wit h a desig n 
fo r Skod a wa s a ver y challengin g an d 
rewardin g task . 

"Her e w e wer e dealin g wit h a n 
inexpensiv e ca r whic h i s ver y goo d 
value , an d w e neede d t o kee p withi n 
thos e margins . Skoda s ar e ver y straight -
forwar d an d honest , an d fo r man y i t 
migh t b e th e f irs t ne w ca r the y buy . W e 
did not wan t t o destro y its attraction by 
makin g i t  to o expensive. " 

Wit h thi s i n mind , Roge r an d hi s tea m 
kep t thing s a s simpl e a s possibl e an d th e 
wa y i t  worke d ou t  th e des ig n mus t  hav e 

ifting th e lid off a car is no t jus t a 
questio n o f choppin g of f th e roof . 
Take away the top, and a car loses a 

lot of its strength . 
Tak e a shoebox , fo r  example .  Whi l e 

the lid is on, it is quite tough and you can 
stack things on top of it. Remove it and it 
wil l collaps e unde r an y strain . 

So whe n turnin g a ca r into a con -
vertible , additiona l strengthenin g ha s t o 
be built in so that the car not only with-
stands the r igours of the road, but, more 
importantly , provide s it s occupant s wit h 
protectio n i n th e even t o f a n accident . 

Thi s i s no t a ver y chea p busines s an d 
you only have to look at the di f ference in 
the price of most convertibles against the 
standar d versions . 

Whe n Skod a looke d a t  th e ide a o f  
addin g a convert ibl e t o i t s rang e a fe w 
year s ago , cos t playe d a n importan t part . 
I f th e pric e wa s drive n to o high , 
traditiona l Skod a buyer s woul d b e pu t off . 

The company turned to  LDD Ltd. ,  who 
cam e u p wi t h a s impl e an d re lat ive l y  in -
expensiv e desig n fo r wha t ha s becom e a 
ver y attractiv e convertible . 

Fro m a converte d oas t house , dee p i n 
th e Ken t countryside , LD D ha s bee n con -
vertin g Skod a 13 0 Rapi d Coupe s fo r 
som e thre e year s a t  th e rat e o f  thre e a 
week . Th e ma n behin d LD D i s forme r 
architec t Roge r Ludgate . 



Protection 

d 

Sturdy 

wind buffeting in the rear seats is kept to 
a minimum. 

back . Bu t b y retainin g the m o n th e Lux , 
n o quarterlight s onc e th e hoo d i s folde d 

O n th e origina l convert ibles , ther e ar e 
realignin g th e rea r quarterlights . 
th e origina l doo r fram e i n plac e an d 
th e conversio n i s quit e differen t leavin g 

Th e nam e migh t  soun d th e same ,  bu t  
market . Thi s i s th e Cabriole t Lux . 
tomer s lookin g sl ight l y highe r u p th e 
anothe r Rapi d coup e mode l fo r cus -
encourage d Skod a t o l i f t  th e l i d f ro m 
o n th e roa d no w an d thei r popularit y ha s 

Ther e ar e ove r 20 0 Skod a convert ib le s 
simpl e wit h n o fanc y shade s o r colours . 
mechanics . Eve n th e pain t matche s ar e 
Th e car s  ar e s turd i l y  bu i l t  w i t h  s impl e 

Once the strengtheners and supports are 
in position, welds have to be put in to 
ensure they stay there... 

Here's one we started earlier! Now looking 
more like a convertible and ready to be re-
fitted. 

Steel strips are inserted inside the door 
frames and rear quarterlight to give 
additional support 

More strengthening. Bars are inserted into 
side panels. The cars are deliberately over-
engineered. 

Roll cage is built in to provide overhead 
protection. This also helps support the hood. 

Old C post has been cut down and put into 
its new position. This has to be welded to 
form new quarterlight. 

mad e on e o r tw o mor e expensiv e 
competitor s envious . 

For example , th e tensionin g o f the 
hoo d o n th e ne w Cabriole t Lu x wa s de -
signe d usin g geometr y rathe r tha n 
frame s an d mechanism s whic h ten d t o 
b e bulky . Th e resul t i s tha t rea r visio n 
whe n th e hoo d i s  dow n i s  bet te r  tha n 
bot h th e V W Gol f an d For d Escort . 

First , though , strengthenin g has to be 
buil t in to compensat e fo r the loss o f 
rigidity provide d by th e roof . Wha t i s use d 
is 10 gaug e 2 x 1 box sections inserted 
insid e th e sills . 

Test s hav e show n tha t thes e ca n tak e 
a load of three tons and still return to their 
origina l profile . 

To provid e overhea d protection , a rol l 
cag e i s als o bui l t  in .  

Roge r said : 'Th e conversio n i s deliber -
atel y over-engineere d becaus e th e lack o f 
a roof is always the first thing to be blame
fo r an y injur y i n a n accident . 

"In fac t ther e wa s on e acciden t 
involvin g a n earl y Skod a conversio n i n 
whic h th e pol ic e repor t  state d tha t  th e 
drive r woul d hav e bee n killed ha d i t no t 
bee n fo r th e bui l t - i n s id e protect ion. "  

"Provide d yo u ar e correctl y strappe d 
in , yo u coul d bounc e a Skod a convertibl e 
en d ove r en d withou t in jury. "  

Despit e th e additio n o f th e strengthen -
ing, there is very little difference in weight 
betwee n th e convert ibl e an d standar d 
Skoda because of the loss of the roof and 
quit e a bi t o f glass . 



CONVERSIONS 

posts are removed but not discarded 

panels for  increased strength and a steel  
bar is mounted overhead between the 
door pi l lars.  

Struts are also welde d inside the side 
sills 
strengthenin g bar s t o b e sl ippe d into th e 
suspensio n i s droppe d t o al lo w th e 
in the door frame s an d then th e rear 

Stee l strengthenin g tubes are inserted 
quarterligh t 
Thes e ar e modif ie d t o for m th e ne w 

out The roof is cut  of f  and the rear C 
car completely inside before marking i t 

Th e conversio n involve s strippin g th e 

Capped 

is  held by two cl ips mounted above the 
windscreen. 

vents wind gett ing underneath the hood 
as well. 

whic h no t onl y smarten s i t  u p bu t pre -
cappe d of f  agai n b y a f ibregias s panel ,  
running from front to rear and the front is 

Tension of the hood is kept up by wire 
othe r convertible s o n the marke t 
about L200 compared to around L600 for 
knife to it . But replacemen t only cost s 
area is from hooligans who might take a 
to replace . Th e bigges t dange r i n this 
quality and this makes it relatively cheap 

Th e hoo d i s unl ine d bu t i t  i s o f goo d 
suppor t ba r 
an d a Velcr o f la p roun d th e rea r hoo d 
fastener s midwa y alon g th e doo r fram e 
fron t an d fol d back Ther e are tw o mor e 
simplicit y itself . Yo u jus t uncli p a t the 

Putting th e hoo d up o r dow n i s 

na l gutter on top o f the door frame s and 
positio n The hoo d itsel f sit s i n the origi -
installed an d the rear hoo d bar put into 

Rear seat belt mountings have to be 
fibregias s moulding s 
bee n removed , ar e cappe d of f  wit h 
rear o f the car from wher e the roof has 
Th e part s o f  th e bod v a t  th e s ide s an d 

The end result is a solid and very 
attractive convertible at an additional 

which, when added to the basic Coupe 
price of £3.950. makes it extremely 
reasonable when put against anything 
else of comparable size. 

The Cabriolet standard conversion is 
less expensive at £1 306 including car 
tax and VAT All Coupes must be pre-
registered before conversions can be 
carried out. 

The hood is tensloned by wire running 
from front to back, a final push on front 
tightens it down. 

Finishing touches now as the hood is put 
into place. When down, there is a neat 
cover to keep it in place. 

All finished and ready for the road, the 
Skoda has been transformed Into an 
attractive cabriolet. 

Hood supports are put into place, Inserted 
into specially designed points welded into 
bodywork. 

First piece of spraying is done to tidy 
things up Skoda colours are very easy to 
match. 

Fibregiass mould is added to front to tidy 
up hood join and to prevent air from 
getting underneath it. 

cos t o f L1.86 9 includin g ca r tax an d VA T 



To further enhance the 130 
Sport, the Convertible, or in 
fact any Skoda model, there's 
a full range of accessories 
available from your local 
Skoda dealer. 

These quality accessories 
include sports steering 
wheels, front grilles, radio 
consoles... even roof racks, 
seat covers and a range of 
stylish leisurewear. 

Once you've enhanced the look of your 
Skoda, how about improving your image 

with this range of leisurewear which 
Includes travel bags, golf umbrellas, rally 
mckets, body warmers and sports shirts. 

For the exterior, there's a choice of air vent 
covers. Also shown, a front grille with 
integral driving lights, a rear reflector panel 
with 'Skoda' logo and rear visor. 

This second roof rack, in black, has load 
bars which are fitted from side to side. This 
allows correct opening of the glass panel 
on cars fitted with a sunroof. 

This is one of two roof racks that are 
available for all models from the Skoparts 
range. This tubular roof rack has load bars 
which lie along the length of the car from 
front to rear. 

These stylish Skoda seat covers are 
reasonably simple to fit. They are available 
in a choice of designs and not only do they 
improve the look of the interior, they are also 
padded for extra comfort. 

Shown here, three leather-bound steering 
wheel kits - red and white cost a little extra. 
Also, a radio console, car mats, door 
pockets, anti-glare strip and Skoda 
gearlever knob, key fob and cloth badge. 

C O N V E R S I O N S 


